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SYNONYMS 6"‘96 Ale

Reprimand

1 _~
Castlgate/ P@/W)OM/ Extol -~ :
Upbraid - ﬂﬂ%

Ad mowish

?xonmaﬂ

Commend/

Laud .~

Berate _~ CMS& Eu]ogize/ ﬁ((@m Read the riot act /

v Rake someone over the coals

The coach had to

the players for their careless performance during the match.
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cunningly manipulative

! :
Fuud
Decetin SRR P 0

Devious | L. |

peesesuidyful Pringvied_— jpfuow>

sabd Forthright/-
MaChlnatlng Ethlcal/ QM&II/)O
SCheming Uprlght/

Uwsau{?b*&?b‘/? c XW“} (ordlid] @éML

: : ) )
. . . .

! .

R UL LT

FORMS

Pull the strings from behind

the curtain s

Play both ends against the
middle

Her approach earned widespread respect within the organization.
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doubt or puzzlement

Guivoel

ﬁ:qdea_@lwﬂ e

o [GUREEY o S

Dubitative
Perplexed‘j) B%ﬂid/
Skeptical -

Ambivalent ?Q/\Qd OX
St

Decisive/

4
Resolute~ Rofytluy

Certain _~ WKO
DeterminaE/ M M) Be in two minds about

something
fsodint:
/ Y\SeuM g . Sit on the fenc/

indefinitely

The judge delivered a

verdict after reviewing all the evidence carefully.
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whirling mass or chaotlc situation
e

Whirlpool — Stability

Maelstrom Calmness -~

Tu.rbulence/ gqmllbnum/ CauRlit 1o Hie e vy of (he

Spiral _ eremty/ ot
Dragged into a whirlpool of
chaos -~

The nation was pulled into a political after the sudden collapse of the coalition.
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marked by public dlsgrace/
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Dishonorable _~ "}W Honorable — \/ﬂ
Disgraceful / Glorious — -

Humlllatmg Laudable ——
Shameful g(g Esteemed __— _Fall from grace
M‘L spectacularly

Diswpl

Hang one’s head inghame

. ,\/
The government announced a major

deficit.

in unnecessary expenditure to control the fiscal
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impossible to avmd

Inevitable ~

Inescapable ~ OLQ OWZL

Unavoidable

lrrever31bF/ i/m m,jngy\ﬂL
Oraltinghla.

j?n/bw&m elunloy

AN

/

¢ kit

Avmdable _

e [ Deporl
Uncertain /
Preventable -

day

Written on the wall

Economic reforms became an

necessity after years of financial instability.

As sure as night follows
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uncontrolled excitement or madness

e
Funo\Z.,

C@mmou yyl '
()/mom ’ |
Hysteria Composure a
Mania )/ CMOS Equanimity//'
Dellrluf{l/ %muw ?I:fnnri?;s/ ﬁdmﬁ > Los(cj—z oneself in the /
madness

&;ZZ K‘{'y QéfWSC*ﬂ / C‘Q%@,W{“ A feeding frenzy of

speculation /

Despite the criticism, the leader maintained remarkable throughout the debate.
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emotional purification or release

Purgation —~ Repression / |
Purification gan Suppression % Mm {H/\ZL
Release ./ '

ANTONYMS \LJ ‘L
[Praansuren S

Constraint
Cleansmg

Get something off one’s

Inhibition \// O{)d/luc@m chest

Purge oneself of emotional

d,(A V\dMMUZ/ BD _]j;(l’_h@(//\ baggage

Writing personal journals often provides emotional

during stressful periods.
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T

no longer useful or currcfnt/

' . N
. Contemporary [ M 00&/11/) *
Antiquated __ QJM ,\daW{\ Modern

Outmoded—" lnnovatlve/
Defunct.” Current _— S(ﬂﬂ (jl &\9\ Go the way of the dinosaur
0 ddﬂw A relic of a bygone era

Vi

Several traditional technologies have now become completely

/
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general feeling of unease or stagnation

e o

& 2ol
Ennui _— Wm Vitality_— VIV\Q(X/éy

Lethargy — . Enthusiasm |
— :
])espondency/'UWl Y Vigor _— CPDYTMM
Listlessness Exuberance/
Cyelion)

P )

shutterstiochk Con & SV DV IPY S

Ac|ou! Ean Ing over
g 8/

society
Stuck in the doldrums

Regular exercise and healthy habits restored his‘i)hysical

significantly.




1. MARK

SYNO- depreciate, de\\@ue discount \U
ANTO- appreciate, elevate, upgrade

EX.-Critics unfairly marked down the proposal despite its innovative framework.
2. MARK 0 l-’
SYNO- demarcate, dlstmg is llml-t/ M A R k\\

ANTO- merge, combine, mtegrate
EX.- The treaty marked off the territorial boundaries between the two nations.

0L
3. MARK OI,Q" : 0? —
SYNO- designagfdéstineéarmark/ v 0?00? _S
ANTO- overlook, ignore, disqualify

EX.- She was marked out for leadership from the beginning of her career.

4. MARKi]VYLQ/

POt L ‘(

SYNO- stagnate, idle, linger
ANTO- advance, progress, accelerate
EX.- The reforms continued to mark time due to bureaucratic indecision.




To reduce value,
Mark down price, or opinion of

hH ThT /HeT  depreciate, devalue,

HCTAT discount
someone
To distinguish or 3Wﬁ%?fﬂﬂ?ﬂ demarcate, distinguish,
Mark off separate clearly delimit

Mark out for  1° identify as likely g FLET designate, destine,
for a role/future earmark

To make no progress .
Mark time while pretending ST H T&aT
activity
To increase priceor ~ H{ed dalel / . :
T : inflate, annotate, revise
annotate critically feogufy A

stagnate, idle, linger

Mark up

appreciate, elevate, upgrade

merge, combine, integrate

overlook, ignore, disqualify

advance, progress, accelerate

reduce, simplify, curtail
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ONE WORD SUBSTITUTION

Word One-Word Substitution Meaning
| . o el :
A person who hates ryklnd Misanthrope v ﬁ)ne Who d!SI'keS Sl
e~ uman soc\net/y
i speech delivered withou! Extempore / Spoken without prior planning

preparation

One who can use both hands Ambidextroy Able to use both hands with

equally well equal skill
A person who speaks many Someone fluent in several
languages Eg_lyglot / languages

. A system ruled by wealthy
Government by the nc\h/ Plutocragy/ eonle




Tt Word Meaning (English) Part of Speech

/ Resonance Deep, echoing quality or impact Noun
/ Dissonance Lack of harmony in sound or ideas Noun
‘ : /O"' V' - — = Y \)‘n
B vavel - o \ . , Adjective /
erter the ou L V] Ll ) Consonant Harmonious or in agregpeﬁ
- . | Noun
N y \
NI ~ e Assonance \ Repetition of vowel sounds Noun
"\" TN - \ Al o -'“7':”
, Sonorous Deep and rich in sound Adjective
The brain interprets - S =z

these vibrations \

-

w4
4

e 44

Ultrasonic Beyond the range of human hearing Adjective

Sonic Related to sound waves Adjective

Producing strong echoes or emotional

i Resonant S Fact Adjective
. G5 : ” g : Simultaneous harmonious action or
ROOt. SON, SONUS X Unison cound 0 Noun

Meaning: sound; noise; tone %

Dissonant Harsh or lacking harmony Adjective
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NEET has revived anxieties
It was meant to eliminate

A\ weighted consideration ol
school performance, board
~xaminations, and skill-based
evaluation would allow a
broader understanding of a
student’s abilitics




- ___________________________________________________________ ' M

g —
NEET has once again revived the very anxieties it was meant to eliminate. I still remember the Sundays in my

cramped hostel room, the exhaustion after endless hours of preparation, and the overwhelming hope that life
would finally move forward once the examination ended. Today, with reports of NEET 2026 cancellations and
the possibility of a retes, thousands of students are being dragged back into the same vortex of uncertainty
and emotional exhaustion. — —

[What makes the situation particularly tragic is that NEET was originally introduced to(educe pressur%on
‘medical aspirants by replacing multiple entrance examinations with a single national test. Instead, the system
has merelyfreproduced stre?yn a larger scale. !The recurring cycle of paper leaks and controversies has now
become almost ineluctable Every year, authorities introduce corre correcive measures — geo-tagged
transportation, Al- enablea/urvelllance 5G jammers — yet the breaches continue. This suggests that the
problem no longer lies in isolated la;ge; alone, but in the deeper systemic malaise embedded within the
examination frameworjjtself W
JEE Main offers a far more resilient model. Its computer-based structure, encrypted question pools, multiple
shifts, and two-attempt system significantly reduce the catastrophic consequences of a single | failure or
breach. Standardised centres and software-driven randgmisation help contain irregularities before they
become nationwide crises. In contrast, NEET remains dange rcy*;ly dependenton a ngld‘)lﬂ'l-stakes format
where the future of lakhs of students is determined by a single thr e-hour examination.

N
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—
That model itself deserves scrutiny. Can the competence and suitability of a future doctor truly be assessed
through 180 multial_e_-_choice questions? Increasingly, the examination rewards/memorisation} spéed, and
pattern recognition rather than genuine intellectual depth or clinical aptitude. Such a framewo—rré;lcourages
mechanical preparation instead of meaningful learning, reducing education to an exercise in endurance.
India urgently requires a more balanced and (A) eva\llu/atton structure. School performance, board
examinations, reasoning abiliy, aptitude, and skill-basgd/assessments should collectively contribute to
selection. NEET could function as a qualifying examination rather than thg sole arbiter df merit. Such reforms
would also reduce unhealthy dependence on coaching institutes, many of which have become centres of
burnout, emotional distress, and relentless academic pressurg. )
This conversation becomes even more important in an age increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence,
where superficial cramming and algorithmic repetition may soon become obsjgéte. The real question,

————

therefore, is whether we are prepared to move beyond temporary outrage and undylge genuine reform.

More importantly, are we willing to build a system that values curiQsi#y, competence/and human potential
rather than repeatedly testing the psychological endurance of students?
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1. Which of the following statements can be correctly inferred from the passage?

:\] ggfle‘ author believes techrwglcal reforms alonic’q_gnot reg@e the deeper crisis surround&

[I. The author views JEE Main as( omplete@wles and free from structural llmltatlons@
[1I. The author advocates reducing the excessive dependence on a smgle examination ion for medical

admissions. =

[ and Il
II and III

[ and l“l/'

1

A. Onl
B. On!
C. On!
D. Onl

< <<

E. I, II, and III
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2. Which of the following statements is/are true according to the passage?

[. NEET was originally conceptualised to simplify the medical entrance examination precess.
[I. The author argues that school performance should contribute partially to medical selecgoén.
[II. The passage suggests that memorisation-ori\gted preparation necessarily produces =

incompetent doctors./ N £ A @
A.Only I -

B. Only II

C. Only III

D.Only I and I

E. L II, and III
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/

3. Which of the following statements would most logically strengthen the author’s advocacy
for wholesgme assessment? — - =

e DARY
/I' Clinical empatl}y and communicgtion skills are often inadequately myxed through objective
examinations.

[I. Several reputed international universities 1ncowerv1ev;s)ﬂd long-terpracadgmic
consistency in admissions.
[1I. Students from diverse educational boards perform identically when exposed to coaching-centre

methodologies. = :
A. Only | DV{ Cl; QOWUQ @

B. Only Il
C. Only II1
D.Only I and Il

DD

E. [ II, and III
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4. Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the author’s criticism of the

current NEET framework?2— =
A. Most students believe that objective examinations reduce subjective biagociuring admissions
procedures (L5 — 5 OP-"so

B. Multiple school boards across India sghtinue to display substantial differences in evaluation
standards

C. Several medical institutions have’demanded increased emphasis on practical aptitude-based
assessments recently

D. Many students experience emotional exhaustion due to prolonged coaching-centre

environments annually

E. Artificial intelligence tools are increasingly capable of solving memory-based objective
examinations rapidly




WH

5. Which of the following would the author most likely agree with?

A. Emotional resilience should remain the foremost determinant of professional medical
competence
B. Standardised examinations must completely replace school-based academic evaluations

permanently _— e
C. Educational assessmengshould prioritise intellectual depth and aptitude over mechanical
repetition * =

D. Technological surveillance mechanisms alone can restore public trust within national

examinations

E. The existing examination structure successfully balances meritocracy with psychological
well-being
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| 6. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage?

A. The Commercialisation of Competitive Coaching in Contemporary India

B. The Structural Crisis of NEET and the Need for Holistic Reform —"
C. The Psychological Consequences of Technological Surveillance in Examinations
D. The Comparative Superiority of Engineering Entrance Examinations in India
E. The Decline of Medical Aspirants in an Artificially Competitive Society
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7. Which of the following words given below will make the sentence meaningfully and
contextually correct

India urgently requires a more balanced and — (A) evaluation structure

A. Ubiquitous Z

B. Holistic _ B @m /D(I/GL
= —

C. Pervasive —

, - )0
D. Myopic ™) )f\a/l/\Ol/\/

E. Piecemeal]




e cinernmatisartionrt of polirics

hroughout thhe recent

elaection season in Tamil

Nadu, there was an

unmissable air of
restlessness and fronzy among
vouth voters., Most vouth thhe
lLargeoest shhare of the vore bhank that
leecd 1o aactor-turned-politician
Joseph Vijay’'s Tamilaga Vertrri
Kazhagam CI'vik) winning over 100
scats scoem to have looked at the
elections as one thhat would lead to
“a change”

Taamil Nacdu, of course, has seen
its share of vouth revolution in
politics. The very Dravidian
government that Mr. Vijay
defeated was built by a student
political movement more than six
decades ago. But unlike the 1960s,
this new “change™ wasn’'t built up
through protests against an
oppressive force; it largely
transpired on social mmaedia, in the
miinds of yvouth, amid a pandemic
of political indifference.

A narrative of chango
During the election campaign, two
statemaoents largely captured the
Opposing viewpoines netizens had
about Mr. Vijay’™s TVK; one was
thar “Vijay doesn't understand
that politics isn't cinema™ and twao,
“we need Vijay because we need a
change.” There's more to thhese
statemaents thhan what mecots the
eve . The question is not whethen
politics is cinaema but about how
politics needs 1o become cinemuan,
which Mr. Vijay understands. And
change? The vourthh domn’t
noecessarily crave for a chhangoe
what they crave for is a narrative;
sOme purpose that empowers
thhem withh direction.
Sociologically sppeakingg, life in
2026 cannot get any more routine
for a vouth of the State. They work
a nine-to-five job, and endlessly
scroll through various social
meoedia platforms. Beyond personal
ppoals, life hardly allows one a
purposce, let alone a
Ilarger-than-life vision for a
revolution. But cinermua does,
Cinema offers an augmented
reality where purpose is
celebrated. T'his is why we live in a
time whoen escapist cinema is so

EBhuvanoesh
anncliar

The voutrh don’t
nNnoecessanrids
crave 1or a

Change whizat
thhoy crave fTor is
QA narratives:
SOIMMOC purposce
thhat ompoweoers
thhaom with
cdirection

frenzied, and political news
consumption has declined.

Throughout the election
scason, a large chunk of TVK
followers were repeatedly
criticised as “rtharkwri,”” meaning:
‘imbeoecile’, tor their alleged lack of
political insight or their inability 1o
articulate why they wanted to vote
for Mr. Vijay. “Anna |oldex
brother] will do us good.,.” they
said. How or from what? T'hey
never bothered, as was evidont
from thhe many videos that went
viral. However, it would be uuntain
to Dlame these vouths, as what we
are secing is political indifference
and political illiteracy that came
from the State’s inability to
educate thhe vouth in their
lLanguage. Depoliticised campuses
have long beoen the cause of this
aversion to politics.

This lack of purpose is why
propagandca on social media and
movies worlk audiences need to
feel a win, and cinema offers a
narrative. And a nasrrative is what
the politician in Mr. Vijay a face
thhey have seen soOo oftaen seorvings
thhem with aa purpose Ooflfered
thhem when he took to the stage
and tagged the government of the
Dravicdla Munnetra Kazhagam
(IDOMK) as “rheeva sakthi”™ (evil
force). The narrative was clear. Mr
Vijay had to win, and it dicdn’t
matter why thhe DMK had to lose,

Need for dramatic chhange

This need for a purpose thhrough a
narrative has now reshaped
politics as we know it. Mr. Vijay, to
his credit, seems to have learnt
this from his decades in the film
incdusory fOr an actor to win,
politics must become his
plavground; politics must become
cinema. Which is why M. Vijavy's
election campaign, which ranged
from urging children to ask their
parents to vote for the TVK to
repeatedly symbolising the DMK
as a villain, scomeaed straight out of
thhe climmax of & SurrIrTne:
bDlockbuster, If anyvthing, thhe DMK
cdicd not lose to an actor who sold
cdreams, but to a strategist who
offered the satisfacrtion of a social
moedia campaidgn win, This is also

wihy Mr. Vijay'’'s victory feels so
prevrsonal to most of his voters.
What thhey have done is essentially
beat the force that was unofthcially
declared unbeatable.

For the interest of these vouth
‘aundionces’ in politics to sustain,
politics neaeds 1o become more.
They need to see variety in
politics, and stabillity can seem
boring. Development shhouldn’t

jJust improve upon something: it

should demolish someoething
pre-existing, for the lack ot
cdramatic ftlair would simply be
akin to death.

There must be development,
but through a steady supply of
‘something different”. Because
“we need a change.” In face, if
anvthing, this statement from
supporters of the T'VK says
cenough about the ocrisis ol
‘purposclessness’. For example,
muany TVK supporters wished for a
government change due to the
many crimes against wornen in
the last hive yvears., This is one
definition of ‘change” they have
attested to,. Now, all one must do
tOo check if this was o e uine
CONnCern is to sce il si ilaar social
media campaigns hold the T'VK
accountable shhould thhere bhe
crimes against women during
their reign. If not, perhaps, like
most election manifestos thesoe
cdavys, ‘change” is just a pre-election
commaodity, Crimes aggainst
wormen «do not need a mere
change in government it needs a
sovernment thar acknowledges
the decep-scated patriarchy in
society and takes steps towards
abolishing the socio-political
factors that lead to sexual assaules.
Until theny, aa changges in this reggard
wouldn't bhe concrete.

How Mr. Vijay and thhe TVK
define this victory and govern in
the vears 1o come remains 1o be
scoen. For the social media
Warriors who voted tor thhem, this
VviIiCtory is a respite under the
punishing sun. Who cares it
there's a happily ever atfter? We
don’t bother aboutr what happens
to thhe hero after the clitmnax.

Olreavaarnnesh . chandarceothethvindu . oo an
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Throughout the recent election season in Tamil Nadu, there was an unmistakable frenzy among youth voters.
Many of them viewed actor-turned-politician Joseph Vijay’'s Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK) victory as the
arrival of “change”. Unlike the youth-driven political revolutions of the 1960s, however, this transformation
was not forged through protests or ideological movements; it largely emerged through social media amid
growing political indifference.

During the campaign, two contrasting views dominated public discourse: “Vijay doesn’t understand that
politics isn’t cinema” and “We need Vijay because we need change.” Yet the issue is not whether politics
resembles cinema, but how politics increasingly depends upon cinematic storytelling. Today’s youth do not
merely crave political reform; they seek a compelling narrative — a sense of purpose that offers direction in
an otherwise monotonous existence.

For many young people, life has become mechanical: routine jobs, endless scrolling through social media, and
little connection to larger socio-political ideals. Cinema, however, provides escapism and magnified purpose.
This explains why cinematic politics and emotionally charged propaganda resonate so strongly, while
meaningful political engagement continues to diminish.

A large section of TVK supporters were criticised online as politically uninformed because they struggled to
explain why they supported Mr. Vijay. Yet blaming them alone would be unfair. Their political apathy stems
partly from the State’s inability to educate youth in a language and framework they relate to. Depoliticised
campuses and superficial digital discourse have only intensified this alienation.

-
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Mr. Vijay appears to have understood this phenomenon astutely. His campaign transformed politics into
spectacle, portraying the ruling DMK as an antagonistic “evil force” and himself as the protagonist
capable of delivering redemption. His rallies and slogans resembled the climax of a commercial
blockbuster, where emotional satisfaction mattered more than ideological clarity. Consequently,
supporters experienced his victory not merely as an electoral success, but as a deeply personal triumph
over an allegedly invincible establishment.

This “cinematisation” of politics reveals a deeper societal crisis: purposelessness. Modern political
campaigns increasingly rely on dramatic narratives because stability and gradual progress appear
mundane to audiences conditioned by spectacle. Development itself must now appear disruptive and
theatrical to sustain public attention.

Yet the authenticity of this desire for “change” remains questionable. Many supporters justified their
demand for political transformation by citing crimes against women during the previous regime.
However, the true test of their convictions will lie in whether they continue demanding accountability if
similar failures occur under TVK rule. Otherwise, “change” risks becoming merely a commodified election
slogan rather than a genuine pursuit of social reform.

Ultimately, meaningful progress requires more than replacing one government with another. It demands
confronting entrenched patriarchy and addressing the deeper socio-political structures that perpetuate
injustice. Until then, the politics of spectacle may continue to provide emotional catharsis, but not
substantive transformation.

. |
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1.Many young voters supported Vijay because they wanted Eh_a_‘r@/e’ and emotional connection
in politics. — —— —
2.Modern politics is becoming similar to cinepaf, where stories and dramatic narratives attract
people more than ideology.

3.Social media, political apathy, and lack of meaningful engagement have increased youth
attraction toward spectacle-based politics. .— I

4.The author argues that real social reforrryeeds account?yi&y and structural change, not just
emotional political excitement. /’ —
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8. Which of the following statements is/are TRUE according to the passage?

[. The author argues that meaningful reform requires addressing deeper structural social
inequalities. — o

[I. The passage suggests that emotional narratives now dominate many mﬂﬂp‘oliﬁcal
campaigns.

[1I. The author believes political spectacle.can ensure long-term societal transformation
effectively. X

A.Only I

B. Only II

C. Both I and [I/
D. Both II and III
E. I, II and III

..
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9. Which of the following statements is/are FALSE according to the passage?

[. The author claims that cinematic politics emerged primarily through/%eological student
movements.

[I. T:

ﬁ

ne passage indicates that development now often needs dramatic presen/tagofj’fo sustain
\

public interest.

[II. The author completely’dismisses the supporters’ desire for political change as dishonest and
artificial. i

A. Only I

B. Only III

C. Both I andII
D.BothlTandIIl _r
E. I, IT and III
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| 10.Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage?

A. Democracy and Digital Platforms in Contemporary Indian Electoral Systems
B. Political Alienation and th@panding Influence of Cinematic Narratives>,_—

C. Social Media Manipulation and the Collapse of Ideological Student Movements
D. Electoral Spectacles and the Decline of Democratic Accountability Mechanisms
'E. Tamil Nadu Elections and the Transformation of Regional Political Leadership
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11. Which of the following best describes the tone of the passage?

A. Satirical and dismissive@

B. Analyticaland cautiously critical _—
C. Optimistic and celebrator

D. Aggressive and condemnatory@
E. Detached and indifferent @

/
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12. Which of the following conclusions can reasonably be drawn from the passage?

[. Emotional narratives may temporarily energise voters without neces%u"l? producing
substantive political transformation.

[I. Political accountability remains essential irrespective of whieh political party assumes
governmental authority.

[11. Spectacle-driven politics has entirg)fy eliminated ideological thinking from

. \' .
contemporary democratic systems worldwide.

A.Only I

B. Only II
C.BothlandIl /
D. Both II and III
E. 1 II and III
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FILLERS
1. The old manufacturing unit became completely after modern automation
replaced traditional machinery.
2. The volunteers’ contribution during the flood crisis earned nationwide
recognition.
3. Social media users entered a state of collective after the false news spread rapidly.
4. The committee remained regarding the long-term impact of the proposed
reforms.
5. The manager decided to the employees for repeatedly ignoring safety regulations.

'Word Box: Dubitative, Defunct, Upbraid, Mania, Laudable
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